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46,000
STUDENTS

Our success ultimately lies in
how we shape opportunity for each
individual student—how keenly
we can personalize education across
the vast and diverse New York City
school system.

77

SCHOOLS

DEAR FRIEND,

Twenty-five years ago, we assembled a
group of civic, philanthropic, corporate and
educational partners to mobilize support
for our public schools. Against long odds—
but with students and families at the center
of our efforts—we worked with teachers
and principals to reimagine what schools
could be. We have demonstrated that
academic success is possible for all
students. More students—78 percent—
are graduating from our schools than
ever before.
Now is not the time to let up. Our challenge
is to build on this success and scale. In
the past, we aimed to hit an 80 percent
four-year graduation rate across our
77 schools, serving more than 46,000
students. Now we are pushing to ensure
that every school graduates at least
80 percent of its students. Meeting this
goal requires that we redouble our efforts
to improve graduation outcomes for special
education students, English language
learners and students who enter high school
furthest behind from academic standards.
With your help, we are up to the challenge.
Ten years ago, too many of our city’s high
schools could not even graduate half of
their entering class. With students, parents,
teachers and school leaders, we created
small schools, which have been shown to
improve graduation rates by 9.4 percentage
points and college enrollment by more
than 8 points compared to other schools in
the city. At the same time, we saw similar
increases in our larger schools. And we
created a network of transfer schools for
older students who had given up and
risked dropping out.

Richard I. Beattie

Founder and Chairman

The lessons are clear. By empowering
teachers and principals with data to drive
instruction, we can constantly judge our
success and continue to improve. A focus
on data informs our broader efforts to craft
new interventions for struggling students,
create effective curricula in different
subjects, and continually learn as students
and adults.
In the face of new and evolving needs,
we better prepare teachers to enter
our schools. To this end, New Visions
continues to train the next generation of
educators in a clinical residency program
run in partnership with Hunter College
School of Education. Our graduates are
dedicated to the profession and stay in
the system longer than other early-career
teachers, according to findings of an
external evaluation.
Schools are ultimately about students, not
statistics. Our story is best told through
the lived experiences of the tens of
thousands of students who walk through
the doors of New Visions schools every day.
The six you will read about here come from
all corners of the city and demonstrate the
continuing promise of public education to
create meaningful lives.
Thanks to your support, New Visions
schools deliver on that promise. We
have more work before us, but with your
continuing help, we can change lives.
By giving more students opportunities
through public education, we become
a more just and equitable society.

Roger C. Altman
Co-Chairman

Robert L. Hughes
President

NEW VISIONS IN ACTION
At New Visions, we continually seek
better ways to understand and meet
the educational needs of individual
students so they can thrive in college,
career and life.
We do this across district and charter
schools, preparing teachers in direct
classroom settings, developing rigorous
curricula that challenge students to
engage in deeper learning, and providing
educators with robust data systems to
evaluate learning, build on success, and
act with intention and impact.
Supporting Our Schools
New Visions is strongly positioned to
support the city’s major education
initiatives and to continue to drive
improvements among the 70 New York
City district schools that we support as an
“Affinity Group.” New Visions works closely
with two superintendents who oversee our
network; in close collaboration with them,
we align our supports with the instructional
expectations of the supervising district.
As an Affinity Group, we provide targeted
data, curricula and other supports to our
schools. Our innovations serve as a model
for the system as a whole. At the center
of this work are Strategic Data Check-ins
(SDCs), regular planning conversations
with school leaders that help track and guide
student progress to graduation using the
New Visions–designed Student Sorter
tool, which aggregates multiple student
data points in one place for educators.
The check-ins address critical graduation
milestones over the course of the year, so
educators can schedule students for the
right courses and credits, adjust any credit
gaps as quickly as possible, prepare
students for the appropriate Regents
exams, and review marking period and
term grades to uncover potential problems
before it’s too late.
“We use everything New Visions
develops,” says Adeleza Michelena,

principal of Brooklyn’s High School for
Innovation in Advertising and Media, which
raised its graduation rate from 63 percent
in 2012 to 80 percent in 2015. “The
New Visions Student Sorter is really the
most phenomenal and useful collection
of student data that I and my cabinet
can look at to identify students who are at
risk, high performing, going for advanced
Regents, or in need of certain credits.”
She notes that the Sorter, which acts as
a check on the school’s other systems,
recently caught a student’s missing
language requirement—and educators
put him back on track for on-time
graduation. “Every conversation is infused
with the richness and insight of that data.
These tools have helped make us more
accountable to the kids and made the kids
more accountable to themselves and to
their learning.”
Sharing Our Data Tools
Recognized for our expertise in designing
frameworks for collecting, organizing and
taking action on key student-level data,
New Visions has been invited to disseminate
these data and analytic frameworks to a
larger group of New York City schools—
the 130 schools participating in the
Chancellor’s Community and Renewal
Schools initiatives.
The initiatives, designed to strengthen the
relationship between schools and the
communities they serve, bring integrated
social services directly into schools to
address the social and emotional needs of
the most at-risk students. New Visions
provides the leadership teams of these
schools with tools to successfully organize
and track their integrated services. And we
build the capacity of school teams to work
together to review real-time data so that

they can more effectively support
students on the path to high school
graduation and beyond.
Preparing Teachers
New Visions is deepening its ongoing
partnership with the NYC Department of
Education by aligning our successful
teacher preparation program, implemented
with Hunter School of Education, with the
DOE’s Learning Partners Program, a
signature initiative of the Chancellor. Via
this initiative, New Visions and Hunter
College will build the capacity of schools
outside of New Visions’ traditional network
to train teachers using our evidence-based
residency model. Each year, New Visions
host schools, with demonstrated capacity
as teacher residency sites, will partner
with two schools that are new to this
approach. Over the next five years, we
expect to reach 48 schools and prepare
157 new teachers to be hired to fill critical
NYC vacancies. This adds to the 160 teachers
we have trained since 2009.
By increasing the number of well-prepared,
certified teachers entering our city’s
classrooms, improving the retention of
teachers in high-need subject areas and
accelerating the effectiveness of beginning
teachers, we aim to improve student
achievement and, through sharing of best
practices, promote system-wide change
across the city.
Increasing Opportunities through
Charter Schools
Four years ago, with a goal of consolidating
our organizational knowledge and innovating
more deeply, New Visions opened its first
round of charter high schools as part of a
multiyear endeavor. In 2015, we graduated
the first classes from New Visions Charter
High School for the Humanities and New
Visions Charter High School for Advanced
Math & Science (AMS). AMS had an
impressive graduation rate of 91 percent,
and Humanities, where more than half the
Class of 2015 entered high school in the
city’s lowest third of academic performance,
had a four-year graduation rate of 72 percent,
an indication of how far students can
go with a rigorous curriculum and high
expectations. We continue to work with
the schools to reach a 95 percent five-year
graduation rate, a target outlined in our
state charter. Across both graduating
classes, 72 percent of students have
committed to two- or four-year colleges.
We currently have seven charter schools,
all committed to serving high-need
students—including students from
low-income families, English language

learners and students with disabilities—
in proportions equal to or greater than
neighborhood district schools. As a hybrid
entity, New Visions is able to advance
conversations between charter and
district schools, identifying good ideas in
both arenas and scaling them across the
public schools.
Community partnerships stand at the
heart of our charter school initiative.
Deep partnerships with Lincoln Center
Education, American Museum of Natural
History, Parsons School of Design, and
many others, offer our teachers and
students a rich array of support and
opportunities for growth. Through an
exciting partnership with the Parent
Leadership Training Institute, we are
engaging parents from both our district
and charter schools in a 20-week
leadership development course, to help
them act on their aspirations to become
civic and community leaders.
Looking Ahead
As an innovation lab for New York City
public schools, we aim to disseminate our
findings and best practices to the wider
district, the nation’s largest with nearly
1.1 million schoolchildren and more than
70,000 teachers. Recently, we created a
professional development program for
teachers looking to invest in themselves
by earning credit that can be applied
toward salary differentials in the New York
City teachers’ contract. Called “MicroCert,”
the program offers for-credit courses that
are directly relevant to the day-to-day
practice of teachers across a range of
career experience levels and content
areas. The main object of study is the
teacher’s own students and their learning
progressions. Through these hands-on
professional development courses, we are
equipping teachers with new strategies
and skills for making an immediate impact
on student learning the next time they walk
into their classrooms.
To ensure that New Visions’ engine of
innovation remains strong, we have
created the Richard I. Beattie Fund,
overseen by our organization’s founder
and chairman. The Fund, which thanks to
generous donors currently stands at
$9.7 million, will provide seed funding over
the next five years to emerging projects—
allowing New Visions to nimbly develop
programs in response to urgent and
evolving needs in our schools.

FINANCIAL INFORMATION

2014
New Visions for Public Schools Statement of Activities
Year ended June 30, 2014
Revenue
Government
$
Corporations		
Foundations		
Individuals		
Other (including investment returns)		
Special Event		
Total Revenue

8,048,573
486,716
3,982,382
3,754,651
7,329,982
1,292,125

$

24,894,429

Program Services
School Creation
$
School Support		
Teacher & Leadership Development		
Policy Research & Innovation		
Subtotal
$

5,324,438
7,285,857
6,604,882
1,122,692
20,337,869

Supporting Services
Management and General
$
Fundraising		
Special Event Expenses		
Subtotal
$

2,125,207
779,347
347,935
3,252,489

5%
33%
29%

2%
16%

15%

Expenses

Total Expenses

$

23,590,358

Beginning of Year
$
Change in Net Assets		
End of Year
$

30,577,764
1,304,071
31,881,835

Net Assets

In accordance with generally accepted accounting principles, New Visions
records contributions as revenue in the year in which they are committed
even if the funds are not received. Expenditures are recorded in the year in
which they are incurred.

9%
5%

28%

3% 1%

23%

31%

2015
New Visions for Public Schools Statement of Activities
Year ended June 30, 2015
Revenue
Government
$
Corporations		
Foundations		
Individuals		
Other (including investment returns)		
Special Event, net		
Total Revenue

8,360,803
384,231
5,675,754
4,315,877
4,522,086
5,698,802

$

28,957,553

Program Services
School Creation
$
School Support		
Teacher & Leadership Development		
Policy Research & Innovation		
Subtotal
$

6,118,180
7,130,882
5,744,960
1,040,160
20,034,182

Supporting Services
Management and General
$
Fundraising		
Subtotal
$

2,296,425
965,954
3,262,379

20%

28%

16%

1%
20%

15%

Expenses

Total Expenses

$

23,296,561

Beginning of Year
$
Change in Net Assets		
End of Year
$

31,881,835
5,660,992
37,542,827

Net Assets

10%
4%

4%
26%

25%
31%
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OUR SCHOOLS
2015–2016

Bronx
1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27

Alfred E. Smith CTE High School
Astor Collegiate Academy
Belmont Preparatory High School
Bronx Academy of Health
Careers
Bronx Arena High School
Bronx Center for Science
and Mathematics
Bronx Community High School
Bronx Engineering
and Technology Academy
Bronx Haven High School
Bronx High School for
Law and Community Service
Bronx Latin
Bronx Leadership Academy II
High School
Bronx School of Law & Finance
Bronx Theatre High School
East Bronx Academy for
the Future
High School for Contemporary
Arts
Knowledge & Power Preparatory
Academy International
High School
Marble Hill School for
International Studies
Morris Academy for Collaborative
Studies
Mott Hall Bronx High School
New Visions Charter High School
for Advanced Math & Science
New Visions Charter High School
for Advanced Math & Science II
New Visions Charter High School
for the Humanities
New Visions Charter High School
for the Humanities II
West Bronx Academy for
the Future
World View High School
Young Women’s Leadership
School of the Bronx

Manhattan
1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9

Academy for Software
Engineering
Bread and Roses Integrated Arts
High School
Business of Sports School
Central Park East High School
Community Health Academy
of the Heights
Frank McCourt High School
Frederick Douglass Academy II
Secondary School
The Heritage School
Innovation Diploma Plus

10
11
12
13
14
15

Manhattan Bridges High School
Millennium High School
New Design High School
Quest to Learn
Thurgood Marshall Academy for
Learning and Social Change
Young Women’s Leadership
School, Harlem

Brooklyn
1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21

Academy for Health Careers
Academy of Innovative
Technology
Brooklyn Academy of Science
and the Environment
Brooklyn Bridge Academy
Brooklyn Democracy Academy
The Brooklyn School for Math
and Research
Brooklyn School for Music
and Theatre
East Brooklyn Community
High School
Fort Hamilton High School
Frederick Douglass Academy VII
High School
High School for Innovation
in Advertising and Media
High School for Public Service:
Heroes of Tomorrow
High School for Service &
Learning at Erasmus
High School for Youth and
Community Development
High School of
Telecommunication Arts
and Technology
Khalil Gibran International
Academy
New Visions Charter High School
for Advanced Math & Science III
New Visions Charter High School
for the Humanities III
Olympus Academy
World Academy for Total
Community Health High School
Young Women’s Leadership
School of Brooklyn

Staten Island
1

New Dorp High School

1

Queens
1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10
11
12
13

Academy for Careers
in Television and Film
Bayside High School
Cambria Heights Academy
Civic Leadership Academy
East-West School of
International Studies
High School for Community
Leadership
Hillcrest High School
New Visions Charter High School
for Advanced Math and Science lV
North Queens Community
High School
Queens High School
for Information, Research
and Technology
Robert F. Wagner, Jr. Secondary
School for Arts and Technology
Voyages Preparatory
Young Women’s Leadership
5
School of Queens
2
7
4
6, 9
10

13
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And More
Karina Zapata, Treasure Goddard,
Brance Pena, Emmanuel Dufour 08–09
Rachel Zhao, Abdullah Nabeen,
Michael Reyes, Nataki Gordon 14–15
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PRIMARY SOURCES

NEW VISIONS FOR PUBLIC SCHOOLS

In these pages, you will hear
from New York City public
school students—many of
whom are the first generation
in their family to go to college,
first-generation Americans, or
immigrants themselves—who
are seizing every opportunity
presented to them, inside
and outside the classroom.
They reflect the extraordinary
commitment of themselves,
their families and their schools.

3
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PRIMARY SOURCES

On Track for

SUCCESS
…

TA N DY J A M E S

NEW VISIONS CHARTER HIGH SCHOOL FOR THE HUMANITIES

NEW VISIONS FOR PUBLIC SCHOOLS

5

“I developed leadership skills
being a captain. I had to be a
mother, a role model and a friend.
I said to my team, ‘Anything
worthwhile is going to be hard.’ ”

As captain of her high school track
team, Tandy James often wore a
number. But she never felt like one. A
member of the first entering—and, in
2015, the first graduating—class at New
Visions Charter High School for the
Humanities in the Bronx, Tandy was
part of a small, close-knit community
where educators keenly understand
each student’s educational needs
and strengths.

passions into a career in food science.
“I’d raise my hand 25 times every class.
Teachers would bring in more information for me the next day or show me
an article to read. They made me love
science even more.”

Amid her rigorous academic schedule,
Tandy excelled at track, leading the
team and posting first-place finishes in
the 200-meter dash, high hurdles, relay
and triple jump. “I appreciate how hard
I can push myself,” she says. “Being a
“Caring really helps,” says Tandy, who
emigrated from Guyana as a young child. student-athlete really helps you balance
“When the teachers and principal put in things, improve your time management
skills, decide what’s important.” While
more than their half, you want to put in
she loved running track and embracing
more than your half. And you get better
results.” Through a project-based curric- a challenge, her focus in college, at
ulum, taught across content areas, New
SUNY Albany, will be on academics.
“I want to see how far I can go as a
Visions charter schools engage students
student,” she says.
in deep and sustained learning to better
prepare them for college and career.
“I’m a questions kind of person,” says
Tandy, who aspires to combine two

200m dash time

Spring Series
#3 Dewitt Clinton
200m dash meet

PRIMARY SOURCES

Strength in

NUMB3RS
…

E LV I S M A N Z A N A R E S

B R O N X C E N T E R F O R S C I E N C E A N D M AT H E M AT I C S

Photograph by John Sherman
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“There’s never been a day when
the Math Club couldn’t solve even a
super-hard problem together. There
really is strength in numbers.”

Steven has $1000, and he is playing
a gambling game. He gets to pick a
value y between 0 and 1 (inclusive).
A fair coin is then flipped. If the coin
comes up heads, Steven is given
5000y additional dollars. Otherwise,
Steven loses 1000y dollars. Steven’s
happiness is equal to the log of the
amount of money that he has after
this gambling game.
Find the value of y that Steven
should select to maximize his
expected happiness.
— A Math Club Challenge

In tucked-in, button-down shirts and
ties, students from Bronx Center for
Science and Math make an impression. “We really stand out in the South
Bronx, which is a super-poor district,”
says graduate Elvis Manzanares. “You
can point us out anywhere.”
The school, whose student population
is overwhelmingly kids of color, immigrants and first-generation Americans,
consistently ranks among the highest
in the city academically. “To be ranked
that high where we live—that’s just
amazing,” says Elvis, who is now a
freshman at Dartmouth College. “My
principal, teachers, guidance counselors, they made sure we held ourselves
to a high standard of excellence, and
they put a lot in place to make sure
everyone succeeds.”

his peers in math and thrived on their
success. “These kids are smart and
just need some extra support,” he says.
“Tutoring was a great way to help kids
apply what they know in order to find
the answer.”
Education has always been a north
star for Elvis and his four siblings. His
mother, a single mom who emigrated
from Honduras so her children could
have greater opportunity, made sure of
it. “My mom put such an emphasis on
education,” he says. “She said, ‘I want
you to live the best life.ʼ Even if we
didn’t have enough, she always makes
sure we have our supplies, ink in the
printer, small stuff like that.”

Elvis received a New Visions scholarship to attend Dartmouth, where his
older sister is a junior. “Getting into
Elvis himself is a standard-bearer for
college was great, but the problem that
that excellence and was part of that
comes up for kids like me is paying
support team that helped others achieve. for college,” he says. “The scholarship
allows me to graduate debt-free. It puts
A math whiz who was president of the
one less burden on my family, which
Math Club and a founding member
just means a lot.”
of the Robotics Club, Elvis tutored
Answer: ⅖, based on the equation H(y) = ½ log(1000(5y + 1)) + ½ log(1000(1 − y)), then maximizing H (or, Happiness)
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…
REFLECTIONS

TECH BYTES

K A R I N A Z A PATA

TREASURE GODDARD

…Then I understood something
else. It wasn’t that they were
fighting for being gay, they were
fighting for who they were. Gay
was just one of the many labels
these people tried on as they found
themselves. These labels were their
comfort. Just as I was lost…before
I came out, they were lost in their
own way. I was naïve to think I
could be the only person feeling
this way. But we had become what
we were called, whether it be gay
or geek or ghetto. …The solution
to finding one’s true definition is
to render themselves undefinable.

When learning computer programming, the first thing you are usually
taught to do is print the text “Hello
World.” Hello World. What does
this mean? When I programmed
for the first time, it all clicked for
me. I wasn’t just greeting the world
with my ability to display text on a
screen. Every achievement, every
challenge, simply everything that
made me who I was, had come
together. I knew this would be my
introduction to something much
larger than merely my first piece
of code.

NEW VISIONS CHARTER HIGH
SCHOOL FOR THE HUMANITIES

ACADEMY FOR CAREERS IN
TELEVISION AND FILM

“The only label you
should have for yourself
is your name.”

#AMSIIIPRIDE

THE ATER RE VIEW: PIPPIN

NEW VISIONS CHARTER HIGH SCHOOL
F O R A D VA N C E D M AT H & S C I E N C E I I I

BRANCE PENA

B RON X ENG INEERING A ND TECHNOLOGY ACA DEM Y

There are so many ways to fall in love with
Diane Paulus’ modern adaptation of Pippin,
and, yes, I swear by that. There is something for
everyone. Music enthusiasts will be rocked from
the moment that Patina Miller opens her mouth,
but perhaps most moving is the performance of
“No Time at All,” a track that is clearly an echo
of Karen Carpenter’s or Cass Elliott’s finest hits.
Visually, the musical almost challenges the
colorful and exciting nature of even Cirque du
Soleil. Artists and circus-goers are not left unsatisfied. Even the athlete is treated with perhaps
the most impressive stunts ever to be executed
in a musical. Master gymnast Orion Griffiths
pulls off a press handstand on vertically stacked
bricks, and Phillip Rosenburg, the greatest of all
of Pippin’s performers, nails a round-off back
tuck through a hoop. Part comedy, part bildungsroman, Pippin teaches a meaningful lesson to
even those who think they know everything:
a purposeful life can only be attained through
self-discovery. I plan to revisit Pippin every
chance I get.

NEW VISIONS FOR PUBLIC SCHOOLS
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Letter to the

EDITOR
E M M A N U E L D U F O U R , N E W V I S I O N S C H A R T E R H I G H S C H O O L F O R A D VA N C E D M AT H & S C I E N C E I I

Originally published in The Hunts Point Express on May 23, 2015.

Rocking the Boat is a nonprofit organization on
the Bronx River, dedicated to helping students
understand the connection between the river and
our daily lives. It also teaches students to build
boats and use them on the river as a reward for
their work. My school, New Visions Charter High
School for Advanced Math & Science II, took us
there to learn about river ecology and how the
Bronx River and the community both affect
each other.
Before the trip to Rocking the Boat, I didn’t know
much about the Bronx River. I knew that many
people visited during the summer and it has been
preserved as an icon of the community. My expectation was that the river was clean and healthy,
because I did not know much about how rivers are
treated and I was expecting people to treat such an
important resource well. Due to these conclusions,
I presumed the river to be healthy.
Photo Credit:
Zach Stellato
New Visions students
Fatou Mbeguere,
Isaac Cruz, David
Urbina test Bronx
River water quality
using sensors.

When we went to Rocking the Boat, we learned
how boats are built, and we went on a few boat
rides to survey the river and collect data. The
living organisms work interactively with each
other to sustain themselves and the environment
they live in. We measured the pH, turbidity and the
amount of dissolved oxygen (DO) present in the
river to answer the question, “Is the Bronx River
Healthy?” Our results showed that the Bronx River
had a slightly high acidity, sufficient DO, and was
turbid. While the DO level tells us the river could
support life, turbidity and acidity indicate that
there is still work to be done.
The truth about the Bronx River’s condition
surprised me and made me a little angry. The staff

of Rocking the Boat told us what has been done
to the river. It turned out that the sewage system
of NYC is designed to send excess waste into the
river if it overflows during floods or hurricanes.

“I was a bit surprised by how much
we change our environment like that
just to suit our needs.”
This waste comes from the homes we live in, the
shower, the toilet, sinks, and our streets. I think
all this starts from the sewage systems used today.
When the filtration units are overflowing during
heavy rains or flooding, they are designed to route
the waste from our homes and streets into an alternate route, which is the river.
The solutions to these problems all start in our
homes. If we reduce the amount of waste we
produce, reuse, and recycle, this will significantly reduce the amount of waste we produce
collectively as a community. I would also urge
future engineers to design buildings with rooftop
gardens. Rooftop gardens will be a great way to
reduce runoff, and help prevent excess rainwater
from flooding the sewers, leading to a reduced
amount of waste being dumped into the river.
This solution may be a bit expensive, but in
comparison to what will happen if the river’s
ecosystem is not preserved, it is a pretty good
trade-off. I urge my fellow New Yorkers to pay
a little attention to their environment and realize
that every action has an effect on the Bronx
River. As Sama Veda states, “One who maintains
cleanliness keeps away disease.” I urge everyone
to keep their surroundings clean and work to
reduce the amount of waste they produce.
Sincerely,

Emmanuel Dufour
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“Opportunities don’t just fall
into your lap. You have to go out
and pursue them. At ACTvF, you
have to take the next step for
yourself—determination and hard
work will get you there.”

Gabriel Alvarez, a freshman at the
School of Visual Arts (SVA), is
committed to taking full advantage of
his college experience—and not just
for himself. His father, as an aspiring
graphic designer and still a teen
himself, had his own time at SVA cut
short when Gabriel was born. “I’m
very intentional about not becoming a
statistic,” says Gabriel. “I’m destined to
complete college, to break the cycle.”

Gabriel, whose main interest is editing
(at least right now), also values the
real-world experience he received at
Next Step Pictures, an independent,
full-service video production company
operated by ACTvF. Through jobs with
the company, Gabriel has been behind
the camera at Chinese New Year celebrations in Chinatown and at Socrates
Sculpture Park, among other city events
and locations.

His commitment to success was evident
in high school, as he embraced everything that the Academy for Careers in
Television and Film (ACTvF)—one of
the city’s first film high schools—had
to offer. Through the school’s hands-on
curriculum, extended learning time and
professional connections, he learned
about editing, lighting, cinematography,
direction and production design inside
and outside the classroom. “You get to
see what film is like on a grand scale,”
he says, emphasizing the long-term
film projects and independent work
that come in the last two years of
high school.

Inspired by his father’s talent and dedication and equipped already with a solid
grounding in all aspects of film and
television production, Gabriel is buoyed
by a New Visions college scholarship
and is looking forward to his four years
at SVA. “My dad had to work double
hard at SVA, work a graveyard shift,
go to school on two hours of sleep,”
says Gabriel. “He didn’t get to enjoy the
full college experience. I intend to take
advantage of every opportunity here.”

2015 New Visions
Scholarship Winner

Producer,
Next Step Pictures
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Capitalizing on

OPPORTUNITY
…

LIN LIN

NEW DORP HIGH SCHOOL
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“Where I came from, people think
that to be successful you follow what
is given to you. But in the United
States, they teach you to think, to be
curious, to think of something that
no one′s ever thought of.”

Polyglot Translations
Business Plan
Polyglot Translations provides translation
services to all Virtual Enterprise firms that
sell services and products internationally.

Break-Even Analysis
Break-even point = $493,231.54
Average selling price = $347.78
Average cost of goods = $13.47
Fixed expenses = $474,128

Lin Lin, a high-achieving student who
moved from Japan to Staten Island four
years ago, feels like she has a lot to
learn. And fast. “I heard a statement:
the first quarter of your life determines
the rest of your life,” she says, in a
bright, enthusiastic voice. “That’s 20
years. I think, ‘Oh my God, I’m 18, I
only have two years left.’ I feel like I
don’t know that many things—I need to
learn all these things now.”

becoming a financial analyst. “I didn’t
feel like a high school student, getting
on a train with professional people,
going to work in a professional office,”
she says. “I said to myself, ‘This is
what I want to do, and I’m doing it
right now!’ I used everything I learned
from school, and the school gave me all
the skills I needed. I couldn’t imagine
anyone would ever give high school
students this kind of opportunity.”

She packed a lot of opportunity into her
four years at New Dorp High School, a
school with robust data systems to help
guide and track student performance.
Lin studied business and won a Virtual
Enterprise competition for her team’s
entry, Polyglot translation services. She
took several AP classes along with ESL
classes, and participated in so many
College Now college-prep courses that
the program ran out of classes for her
to take.

Lin, now a freshman at Baruch College,
has already learned to see opportunity everywhere and capitalize on it.
“Many people don’t realize that there
are opportunities right next to you,” she
says. “You don’t have to go to job fair
or know someone at Citibank. I found
out in high school that our teachers, our
classes, could provide you with all the
opportunity—you just have to take it.”

New Dorp also helped her secure an
internship with the angel investment
company Golden Seeds, where she
felt like she was living her dream of
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THE WRITTEN WORD
R A C H E L Z H A O , MILLENNIUM HIGH SCHOOL

A 2015 New Visions Scholarship recipient, Rachel Zhao currently attends Dartmouth
College and plans to pursue a degree in political science. What follows is Rachel’s
winning scholarship essay about pursuing one’s passions.
I was ten when my father informed me that
I would be nameless and penniless as an adult.
His words elicited a slap on his head from my
mother and a snort from my sister, while I could
only freeze with a spoonful of chicken halfway
to my mouth.
“No, it’s important that she understands this,” he
muttered, waving off my mother’s arm. “There’s
no stability in being a writer, Rachel.” He patted my
hand. “You’re not going to be the next Shakespeare,
and even if you are, no one will know who you are
until you’re dead.” He sighed, “How will you provide
for yourself? For your children? For your mother
and father when they’re old?”
I winced at the reminder. His monologue was a
testament to my parents’ traditional Chinese ways.
I bit back my sarcasm as I examined the concern
in his expression, the confusion in having a daughter
who was unable to form a coherent sentence in
Chinese, who preferred hamburgers to rice and
dumplings and itched for pen and paper over a
desk job. I represented a generational pit of values
more foreign than the country he lives in. For his
child to want to pursue a career that was so far
from his original expectations of ideal—a house,
an office job, safety, and security—to replace it
with journalism and travel, was unthinkable.
He tugged on the worn brass ring on his finger as
we sat across steaming piles of shrimp and
eggplant set up on a wobbling card table in our
small Chinatown flat. I couldn’t blame him for his
fear as I glanced around at the cracked floor tiles
and peeling paint on the windowsill. As a parent,
he would never stop worrying about my future or
about my soft idealism. It would be wrong to
demonize him as a restrictive authority figure, but
at the same time, I couldn’t allow him to cut
writing from my future.
I had notebooks of half-finished narratives and
characters whose stories entangled themselves in

my head for days. I was hooked on the rhythm of a
plot line, and like music I would play out each
depression of a plot twist and each symphony of a
climax. Everything, even the overly acted Chinese
dramas my mother would watch, was an idea for a
possible new story. I had no formal classes except
for the books I borrowed from the library every
week—stories to inspire more stories. Writing was
a way of communicating my stories to the world
when my quiet, often awkward, ten-year-old self
could not find any other way.
So at the table, I could not allow him to take away
what I knew I wanted to be a part of my future. So
I blurted out the first thing I could think of. “I’ll
eat out of dumpsters, then!”
There was silence before my father burst into
laughter. “Dumpsters?” He choked, “What about
when you get sick? How are you going to pay for
the doctor?”
“I’ll drink tea,” I said firmly. “I’ll drink tea and
I’ll keep writing.”
Six years have passed since then, and my father
still wonders if writing will be enough for me.
I gently tell him that writing will always be
embedded in my life as I join writing programs
and school newspapers and stack journal upon
journal of scrawled handwriting. Writing has
followed me through my younger years in the form
of newspaper columns and essays and college
classes, and it is something I am sure I want to
pursue in the future. I don’t regret my response
that day at the table. If given the situation today,
I would preferably be more reasonable than to
suggest eating out of a dumpster, but I would still
feel the same conviction I felt about writing to
inform and argue and connect with other people.

NEW VISIONS FOR PUBLIC SCHOOLS

…
PURSUITS

A RT INSPIR ATION

ABDULLAH NABEEN

MICHAEL REYES

H I G H S C H O O L O F T E L E C O M M U N I C AT I O N
A RT S A ND TECHNOLOGY

I believed that if I excelled academically and maintained my focus, I would find a way to turn my
dream—becoming a computer scientist—into a reality.
Through classes and extracurricular activities, I have
gained the confidence and armed myself with the
necessary knowledge to pursue a higher education.
My passion for computer science took me from a small
village in Bangladesh to New York City, and I have
done everything I can to pave the way toward a career
in computer science. The next step: a college degree
that will help me turn my passion into a career.

COMMUNITY CORNER
N ATA K I G O R D O N

HIGH SCHOOL FOR PUBLIC SERVICE: HEROES
OF TOMORROW

“Volunteering at soup kitchens, nursing
homes, wildlife areas and more gave me
experience, taught me understanding,
and showed me that service is more than
giving your time to those less fortunate.
It’s about building a connection, a bond,
with those around you.”

E A S T B R O O K LY N C O M M U N I T Y H I G H S C H O O L
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ERIC WHITE

E A S T B R O O K LY N C O M M U N I T Y H I G H S C H O O L

Envisioning

NEXT STEPS
…
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“Everybody in my family
started college, but they never
graduated. I feel like if I go to
college, I can set a higher bar for
the up-and-coming generation.”

Eric White knew he had to do something different. The friends he’d
started high school with—and had cut
classes with—were about to graduate,
but he was still many credits short.
So he transferred to East Brooklyn
Community High School, a small,
supportive transfer school that gives
students like Eric a second chance.
“It’s a smaller environment, and they’re
constantly making sure you’re good,”
he says. “It’s like a little family. Once
you set the bar, you have to live up to
it. They’re on you 24/7.” By contrast,
his previous high school was large and
felt impersonal; he was uninterested in
classes and rarely went.
Run in partnership with SCO Family
of Services, East Brooklyn is one
of 10 New Visions transfer schools,
which provide vital interventions for
students severely behind in credits.
Services include adult counseling
and advocacy combined with attentive social, emotional and academic
support. “We do better when we know

there’s somebody there who’s going
to understand what we need, who’s
going to know us, and who’s going
to advocate for us,” says Principal
Patrick McGillicuddy.
A highlight of Eric’s high school experience was participating in Dream Big
Speak Out, an enrichment program run
by the Garden of Dreams Foundation,
New York Knicks and Urban Word
NYC that begins with a trip to
Washington, D.C., with members of
the Knicks and culminates in a poetry
performance at the Nuyorican Poets
Cafe. While Eric, a Knicks fan, was first
interested in the connection with the
team and the players, he came to love
writing and performing poetry.
Eric, who is 19, is on track to graduate in June 2016 and has his eye on
college—in particular, becoming the
first in his family to finish college.
“I feel like this next step will be very
important for me,” he says. “It’s not
as distant as it was.”

Racism
What it’s like being black?
It’s having stereotypes thrown at
you by the same culture that will
take your culture,
But won’t accept your present.
It’s growing up in a poverty-stricken
neighborhood,
[Wondering if] you’ll make it out alive
because they throwing drugs
in the community,
’Cause they throwing guns in
the community,
But they ain't throwing schools
in the community.
It’s being public enemy number
one….
—Excerpt of a poem written and performed
by Eric and several peers at a monthly
all-school Community Meeting
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The Power of

SUPPORT
…

ANA QUIROZ

NEW DESIGN HIGH SCHOOL
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“My entire life has consisted
of art. I’ve always been
the art child in my family.”

When Ana Quiroz underwent brain
surgery during the spring of her senior
year in high school, she had a lot of
people supporting her. In addition to
her close-knit family, she had a second
family at New Design High School
in Lower Manhattan. “We’re such a
small school that everyone was my
friend, including the teachers,” she says.
“Everyone wanted to know if I needed
anything. The time passed very easily
because everyone was so supportive.”

From the portfolio
of Ana Quiroz

Senior spring is a time of final projects
at New Design, which uses the concept
of design to help meet the academic,
intellectual, social, emotional and artistic needs of its 400 students. Thanks to
her four years of rigorous training, high
expectations and one-on-one faculty
support, Ana didn’t let her time away
derail her school work.
Senior year was also a culmination of
four years of opportunity inside and
outside the classroom. Over the years,
she designed an outfit entirely out of old
blue umbrellas for the school’s annual
recycled-materials fashion show. She

designed T-shirts and other products
for the school’s annual pop-up shop
and had the opportunity to receive
real-world feedback from companies
like J Crew. She participated in a yearlong weekend painting program at the
Cooper Union that included a professional shooting of her portfolio. And
she interned with Raison Pure NYC,
a furniture-design company.
“All the projects, all the classes, all the
places we went, all the work we did—it
all really prepared me for college and
the professional world,” says Ana, who
is now a freshman at SUNY Purchase.
“There is a lot of work in college. It’s
very challenging, but I don’t find it
difficult because I am able to apply
all the skills I’ve learned.”
There is one person, though, who is
finding Ana’s transition to college
difficult. “My dad says he gets sad every
time he walks by my room and I’m not
there,” she says. “At the same time, he
and my mother are very proud that I’m
getting this opportunity.”

PMS: 186C / 1797U
CMYK: 0, 100,100, 10
RGB: 215, 25, 32
HEX: D71920

320 West 13th Street, 6th Floor
New York, NY 10014
(212) 645-5110
www.newvisions.org

@NewVisionsNYC
facebook.com/newvisionsforpublicschools

PMS: 285C / 300U
CMYK: 100, 55, 0, 0
RGB: 0, 108, 183
HEX: 006CB7

Concept/Design: Suka NY / sukacreative.com

PMS: 2597C / 2597U
CMYK: 75, 100, 0, 0
RGB: 102, 45, 145
HEX: 652C90

Photography: Philip Greenberg / www.philipgreenbergphoto.com

PMS: 7544C / 7544U
CMYK: 18, 0, 0, 50
RGB: 142, 152, 166
HEX: 8E98A6

