
 
 

NEW VISIONS CHARTER HIGH SCHOOLS BOARD OF TRUSTEES’ MEETING 
New Visions Charter High School for Advanced Math and Science II (AMS II) 

New Visions Charter High School for the Humanities II (HUM II) 
 

Minutes for Meeting held at NVPS: 
Monday, May 19, 2014 at 5 p.m. 

 
 

 
ATTENDANCE 
Board Members present: David Faber (Treasurer), Nancy Grossman, Edna Vega (Chair) 
 
Not Present:   Ronald Chaluisan, Angel Rodriguez   
 
NVPS Staff:   Jonathan Green, Stacy Martin, Stephany Martinez, Lori Mei,  

Jennie Soler-McIntosh, Cynthia Rietscha, Anthony Britto  
 
School Staff:   Vanessa Arriola (DSO HUM II), Sharon John (COO AMS II),  

Stacey King (Principal AMS II),  
 
 
 
 
WELCOME 
 
Ms. Vega opened the meeting at 5:02 p.m.  
 
ACCEPTANCE OF PREVIOUS MEETING’S MINUTES  
 
Mr. Faber put forth a motion to accept the minutes from the April 7, 2014 board meeting.  
 
Ms. Grossman seconded the motion, which passed unanimously.   
 
 
 
 
 
  



 

PRINCIPAL’S REPORT  
 
New Visions Charter High School for Advanced Math and Science II 
Ms. King updated the Trustees on instruction and learning, noting that the final round of formal 
observations of all instructional staff is almost complete. Throughout the school year there were 
eight to ten mini-observations per teacher in addition to three formal observations (one per 
trimester). All observations were followed up with a written and verbal post observation meeting 
where key target areas were identified to encourage teacher growth. Ms. King noted that all of the 
instructional staff with the exception of the Social Studies teacher would be returning next year. She 
noted that hiring for the new grade level has been a challenge and as a result New Visions for Public 
Schools (NVPS) created an incentive program in which current staff members across the network 
may refer candidates. If the candidate is hired and stays for a specified period of time, the referring 
teacher receives a financial amount for the referral. Ms. King announced that 6 students from AMS 
II were accepted to New York University’s (NYU) PreCollege Summer Program. Students entering 
into their junior and senior year of high school can apply to take college-level courses for credit and 
experience life as an NYU student by living on campus. However, not all of the students accepted 
are financially able to take advantage of the program. Ms. King and the Trustees discussed various 
ways of helping the students participate in the opportunity. Ms. King also discussed the anchor 
projects and the induction of students in the first National Honors Society.  
 
Principal King discussed school climate, describing several key events that took place at AMS such 
as the Teacher Appreciation Week, AMS II’s Lottery, the Spring Fling Registration Event, and AMS 
II’s production of The Wiz. Ms. King also noted that the number of students in detention and 
arriving late to school has decreased, since the implementation of the new detention policy. Students 
have also decreased the amount of time that they arrive late to schools.  
 
Ms. King concluded her report with a brief overview of the data from the Monthly Metrics Report 
for AMS II. She discussed student enrollment, attendance, and the Trimester 2 academic data 
analysis. She noted that from Trimester 1 to Trimester 2, credit accumulation remained strong and 
consistent across the general education, English Language Learners, and female students at AMS II. 
However, there was a slight drop in credit accumulation across the special education (SPED) and 
male students. As a result, a male mentorship group for students struggling academically and 
socially/emotionally was formed and an audit of interventions and supports for SPED students was 
reviewed and new-targeted interventions are in place. Ms. King will also be hiring additional SPED 
teachers for the upcoming school year.  
 
New Visions Charter High School for the Humanities II 
Ms. Vanessa Arriola, Director of School Operations, updated the Trustees on instruction and 
learning, also noting that HUM II is in the process of completing final formal teacher observations. 
She noted that all teachers have demonstrated growth based on their goals and the criteria for an 
overall effective rating in each of their instructional and organizational responsibilities. One teacher 
is currently on a Professional Improvement Plan and School Leadership will review that teacher’s 
overall progress again in June. Ms. Arriola briefly described student’s progress in Saturday 
Academy since its start on April 26, 2014.  
 
Ms. Arriola described school climate, noting that the Deans at HUM II have maintained a safe 
environment for all scholars. The only remaining challenge is uniforms and getting every scholar to 



 

be 100% compliant in wearing their uniforms regularly. Scholars that are effectively meeting the 
expectations will attend a Yankee’s game in June.  
 
Ms. Arriola discussed community connections, indicating that the HUM II Lottery took place in the 
newly renovated library and featured a video about HUM II and a performance by two theater 
students. Close to 100 families attended the lottery to see if their student received a seat offer.   
 
Ms. Arriola discussed Trimester 2 grades, noting that report card data remained relatively consistent 
in the Class of 2016. Ms. Arriola described the trends and progress of the 9th and 10th graders since 
the start of the year. She then summarized the attendance and discharge report.  
 
Ms. Arriola concluded her report with a staffing update, noting that there is only one vacancy for a 
Science teacher and two vacancies for SPED teachers.   
 
SUNY Site Visit Update  
The Trustees asked Ms. King and Ms. Arriola about the NYSED authorizer visit to each of their 
schools. Ms. King said that AMS II received an overall positive review and a formal written report 
will be mailed to the Board and Principal. Ms. Arriola responded that the representative gave HUM 
II great feedback that was overall also positive.  
 
BOARD BUSINESS 
 
Fiscal Year 2015 School Budget  
Ms. Stacy Martin, Chief Operating Officer, introduced Ms. Cynthia Rietscha, Director of Finance. 
Ms. Rietscha presented a high-level overview of the FY15 School Budget. Ms. John and Ms. Arriola 
both described several key updates in the budgets designed to support instruction and learning for 
continued improvement in student outcomes for their respective schools.  
 
Mr. Faber put forth a motion to accept the FY15 School Budgets for AMS II and HUM II. 
Ms. Vega seconded the motion, which passed unanimously. 
 
2014-2015 School Calendar 
Ms. Grossman put forth a motion to accept the 2014-2015 School Calendar. 
Mr. Faber seconded the motion, which passed unanimously.  
 
NVCHS Team Report  
Ms. Mei, Managing Director of Charter Operations and School Development, updated the Trustees 
on the major support provided to the New Visions Charter High Schools by the New Visions Charter 
Team. Ms. Mei noted that this report will be included in the Board Book as part of the regular 
monthly reports for the Trustees to review and discuss, as necessary, at Board Meetings.   
 
Application Data Update  
Ms. Jennie Soler-McIntosh, Director of Community Engagement, updated the Trustees on data 
synthesized from the Bronx applicants for this year’s lottery. The report included data on seat 
availability by grade, applicant and application numbers (one applicant can submit multiple 
applications), applications by district, applicant method of submission, and proof of address for 
community school district preference eligibility for AMS II and HUM II. The Trustees asked Ms. 



 

Soler-McIntosh several questions regarding recruitment strategies.  
 
HUM II Unionization Update  
Ms. Mei discussed the next steps in the process of the HUM II faculty’s decision to become a 
unionized school. The Trustees and Ms. Mei engaged in a discussion about this process.  
 
Lincoln Center Education  
Ms. Grossman requested that a few members from the LCE Board be invited to meet with the NVCHS 
Boards when a meeting is organized to introduce all of the NVCHS Board members to each other. Ms. 
Grossman noted that the LCE Board would like to describe the work that is currently underway at 
LCE and how it fits in the NVCHS mission.  
 
Ms. Grossman asked the Principals to share with the Board any information regarding the work with 
LCE. Ms. Grossman is also on the board at LCI and would like to inform them of the data and 
progress.  
 
Board Meeting Calendar 2014 
The Board of Trustees requested that the July and August Board Meetings be cancelled due to 
Trustees’ summer schedules. Ms. Martinez will cancel the July and August appointments and 
update the New Vision’s website to make the public aware of the change in the Board Calendar.  
 
ADJOURNMENT  
 
Ms. Vega adjourned the meeting at 6:25 p.m.  


