
 
 

NEW VISIONS CHARTER HIGH SCHOOLS BOARD OF TRUSTEES’ MEETING 

New Visions Charter High School for Advanced Math and Science II (AMS II) 
New Visions Charter High School for the Humanities II (HUM II) 

 

Minutes for Meeting held at NVPS: 
Monday, March 10, 2014 at 5 p.m. 

 
 

ATTENDANCE 

Board Members present: Ronald Chaluisan, Nancy Grossman, Edna Vega (Chair) 
 

Not Present:   David Faber (Treasurer), Edmund Gaffney, Angel Rodriguez 

 

NVPS Staff:   Jonathan Green, Stacy Martin, Stephany Martinez, Lori Mei,  
Jennie Soler-McIntosh 

 

School Staff:   Stacey King (Principal AMS II), Richard Gonzalez (Principal HUM II) 
    Vanessa Arriola (DSO HUM II)  
 

WELCOME 

 

Mr. Chaluisan opened the meeting at 5:03 p.m.  
 

ACCEPTANCE OF PREVIOUS MEETING’S MINUTES  
 

The Trustees postponed voting on the February minutes until the April board meeting due to a 
lack of a quorum, since the meeting held by phone.   
 

PRINCIPAL’S REPORT  
 

New Visions Charter High School for the Humanities II 
Mr. Gonzalez updated the Trustees on the anchor projects for Trimester 2, noting that anchor 
presentations will take place on Wednesday, March 12, 2014. HUM II will host a Career Fair 
during which scholars will present their chosen field and the pathways to achieve their goals. 
He noted that finals for Trimester 2 took place on March 5th and ended on the 10th. Scholars 
were given a final exam for each content class. The finals were Regents-based in order to 
provide an indication on the amount of focus for Regents preparations during Trimester 3.    



 
 

Mr. Gonzalez described school climate, noting that the there have been six Student Teacher 
Assistance Team (STAT) meetings with parents. All scholars on the STAT list have daily logs that 
help them track the behaviors that scholars and teachers identify as barriers to success. He 
noted that, the Dean of Students, Mr. Varrell Eddie developed a program called Restorative 
Advisory Program (RAP) for students misbehaving during their regular advisory class time. The 
program is a disciplinary action and is seen as a form of detention. Since the start of the 
program, scholars have been less disruptive during their regular advisory classes.    
 

Mr. Gonzalez described community connections, noting that during anchor week, scholars 
interviewed professionals working the fields the scholars researched. He noted that two special 
guests visited the scholars, Mr. Ken Rossato from Channel 7 News and Mr. Ben Troupe a former 
Tennesse Titans player. Visits from both guests were made possible by two of the members of 
the Community Advisory Board, Rev. Alfonso Wyatt and Ms. Cindy Baah.  
 

Mr. Gonzalez discussed the attendance report, noting that February was a challenging month 
due to the cold temperatures and snow, as well as the holiday break which affected the 
attendance rate severely. The Attendance Team meets every Monday to look at attendance 
data and plan and review interventions. Mr. Gonzalez also gave an update on student 
discharges.       
 

Mr. Gonzalez briefly noted major events that took place at HUM II since the last board meeting.  
 

Mr. Gonzalez concluded his report with an update on the completion of the library and said 
that the official unveiling and naming of the library will take place after Spring Break. Ms. Vega 
asked if the library will be used by all of the schools located in the Samuel Gompers Campus. 
Mr. Gonzalez responded that the librarian is a staff member of HUM II but the library will be 
open and accessible to all of the schools on campus. Ms. Grossman asked Mr. Gonzalez if he 
needed books or materials for the library and Mr. Gonzalez responded that he will let the 
Trustees know after an inventory is completed.   
 

HUM II Financials  
Mr. Gonzalez introduced the Director of School Operations, Ms. Vanessa Arriola. Ms. Arriola 
discussed the financial report for HUM II, noting that there are no major changes since the last 
report. She also noted that five students have been enrolled since the last board meeting.   
 

 



 

New Visions Charter High School for Advanced Math and Science II 
Ms. King updated the Trustees on instruction and learning, noting that the instructional staff 
continue to focus on integrating collaborative learning techniques into every classroom. She 
noted that intervisitations were scheduled and focused on specific collaborative learning 
techniques to see how successfully those techniques were implemented by the teacher in the 
class. Ms. King noted that, based on the student Global History data from Trimester 2, there are 
gaps in learning and she is working with the history department to address those gaps. 
Historically, Global History has been a difficult Regents Exam for students at AMS II to pass. Ms. 
King noted the interventions in place to better support students in this content area. 
She indicated that after the final exams for Trimester 2 are taken this week, teachers, APs and 
instructional specialists will review the data and plan instruction and interventions for 
Trimester 3. She noted that, at the start of Trimester 3, Saturday Academy and the after school 
programs will begin and will support Regents Readiness in all content areas.   
 

Ms. King discussed the school climate, noting that the Insight Instructional Culture Survey was 
administered to instructional staff and the feedback received was very positive. She noted 
some areas for improvement such as student behavior and workload.  
 

Ms. King concluded her report with an update on student enrollment, attendance and 
recruitment.  
 

Ms. Grossman asked both Principals about the status of their Parent Associations. Mr. Gonzalez 
responded that the Parent Coordinator will be attending a training in March, made possible by 
the Community Engagement team at New Visions, called the Parent Leadership Team Institute. 
The training will help the Parent Coordinator lead and inform capacity building of the Parent 
Association. Ms. King responded that her Parent Coordinator will also attend the training.   
 

BOARD BUSINESS 

 
Monthly Metrics Draft Report  
Ms. Mei, Managing Director of Operations and School Development, shared the metrics report designed 
to update Board Members on several key school metrics. The Trustees asked the Principals and Ms. Mei 
several clarifying questions related to the March metrics report.   
 
Lottery Update  
Ms. Jennie Soler-McIntosh, Director of Community Engagement, updated the Trustees on the location of 
the lotteries for AMS II and HUM II, noting that each school will host it’s own lottery. For AMS II, the 
lottery will be on Wednesday, April 30, 2014 at 6 p.m. and for HUM II on Thursday, May 1, 2014 at 6 



 
p.m. Ms. Soler-McIntosh noted the advantages of each school hosting a lottery on campus and the 
challenges it could bring to families that apply to more than one New Visions Charter High School. The 
Principals and Ms. Soler-McIntosh responded to several questions by the Trustees.   
 
Update on Co-Locating Charter Schools  
Mr. Chaluisan updated the Trustees on the on-going conversations around charter schools and co-
location, noting that New Visions for Public Schools has joined the Community Charter Coalition in order 
to continue to work with the Mayor around protocols for broad strategies for charter school locations in 
the city. The Trustees, Mr. Chaluisan and Principals engaged in a discussion about this issue.  
 

ADJOURNMENT  
Mr. Chaluisan adjourned the meeting at 5:57 p.m.  


